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The World Trade Organization (hereinafter - WTO) was established in 1994 according to the agreements made at the conference in Marrakech. It should be noted that the formation of this organization was the result of many years of negotiations between commissioners from different countries, which ended only in late 1993. In connection with the establishment of the organization, a number of legal documents were concluded, among which the basic ones are the General Agreement on Trade in Goods (GATT), the General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS) and the Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS). Today, the organization brings together more than 160 countries, most of which joined it in the 90s of last century.
Kazakhstan actively trades agricultural products with the countries of the region. At the same time, from the countries having common borders with the republic, the WTO members are: Russian Federation, China and Kyrgyzstan. Among the countries located in geographical proximity to Kazakhstan, the members of the organization are Tajikistan, Afghanistan and Mongolia. In order to analyze the current situation, the parameters of foreign trade in key crop and livestock products are discussed below, taking into account their categorization in international trade statistics. 
Figure 1 - Foreign trade dynamics in live cattle, million USD
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Source: Compiled on the basis of International Trade Centre data. 
As can be seen from Figure 1, over the period 2015-2019 there was an increase in trade volumes of live cattle. At the same time, at the end of 2019, the amount of exports for the first time surpassed the amount of imports. The difference between the figures was 7.1 million USD. Meanwhile, at the beginning of the period there was a multiple excess of imports over exports. The change in the situation indicates a rapid increase in the interest of farmers in selling livestock to foreign consumers. 
	Analysis of distribution of animal export shows that Uzbekistan is leading among the countries to which it is supplied with a huge gap. Figure 2 - Distribution of live cattle export by country for 2019%

               

  Source: Compiled on the basis of International Trade Centre data. 
It should be noted that in recent years the neighboring republic has been actively developing the production of finished food products and, accordingly, has a high need to ensure its uninterrupted operation. This may be one of the reasons for the observed increase in cattle export. 
In its turn, the structure of animal import by country looks as follows. 
Figure 3 - Distribution of live cattle import by countries for 2019%          


Source: Compiled on the basis of International Trade Centre data. 
The above figure shows that imports are characterized by a more even distribution of flows. At the same time, the leading positions are occupied by the Russian Federation and Australia, as one of the main suppliers of breeding livestock in the world market[1]. 
In the Republic of Kazakhstan, the state is taking various measures to support the subjects of agroindustrial complex, aimed at solving their urgent problems and development tasks. These measures can be both financial and non-financial in nature. It should be noted that producers of agricultural products are entitled to various tax benefits. In particular, taxable income of legal entities that produce these products or aquatic culture products (fish farming) reduced by the amount of income, expenses and losses determined by the Tax Code is subject to income tax at a reduced rate of 10%. At the same time, it is established that the benefit may be applied if income is derived from such activity. At the same time, agrarians may apply a special tax regime for producers of agricultural products and agricultural cooperatives. This regime provides a special procedure for calculation of income taxes (except for withheld at source payment), social tax, property tax, vehicle tax. Taxpayers under this regime can, in the final calculation of amounts to be paid to the state budget, reduce their value (for these types of taxes) by 70%. In addition to this, the tax authorities can reduce their value by70%. The legislation provides for the possibility of applying a special tax regime for peasant or farm households. However, it should be noted that an obligatory condition for the application of this regime is the availability of land plots on the territory of the country on the rights of private ownership or land use. In this case a farmer can apply a special order individual income tax from the income of a peasant or a farm; land tax and/or payment for the use of land plots, taxes on vehicles and property on assets used in the activity of the farm; social tax and payment for emissions into the environment, taking into account the conditions established by the regime. In addition, subjects of the agro-industrial complex may apply other preferential regimes of taxation, as well as preferences provided for by tax legislation. 
	In addition to the above benefits, the government actively subsidizes agricultural producers. At the same time, obligations assumed by the republic in connection with its accession to the WTO are taken into account. In particular, it is unacceptable to directly subsidize the export supplies of domestic producers, the possibility of subsidizing the industry is limited, which may lead to distortions in sales prices among its subjects. Nevertheless, significant amounts of financial resources are allocated from the state budget on an annual basis for representatives of the agro-industrial complex. For example, according to the Report on the implementation of the State Program for Development of the Agro-industrial Complex of the Republic of Kazakhstan for 2017-2021, the following areas of funds were allocated from the treasury in 2018: 
- investment subsidies - 53,692 million tenge; 
- increasing yield and quality of crop production - KZT 10,199 million;
- subsidizing the cost of laying and growing (including restoration) of perennial plantings of fruit and berry crops and grapes - 458 million tenge; 
- subsidising the cost of mineral fertilisers - KZT 21,858 million; 
- subsidizing the cost of purchasing pesticides, biopreparations (bioagents) - KZT 20,754 million; 
- subsidizing the cost of quality expertise of fiber cotton and raw cotton - 72 million tenge; 
- subsidization of seed production support - KZT 8,364 million; 
- subsidizing the cost of development of pedigree livestock breeding and improving the productivity and quality of livestock products - KZT 76,661 million; 
- subsidizing the amount of VAT paid to the budget to procurement companies in the agricultural sector within the calculated VAT - KZT 670 mn; 
- subsidizing the cost of processing companies to purchase raw materials for production of milk powder, butter and cheese - KZT 3,421 mn; 
- subsidization of interest rate on credit and leasing obligations within the framework of financial rehabilitation of agricultural sector entities - KZT 12,025 million; 
- subsidization of interest rates on crediting of agricultural subjects, as well as leasing for purchase of farm animals, machinery and technological equipment - 16 134 million tenge; 
- subsidizing the costs of revision unions of agricultural cooperatives - 43,8 million tenge.	 
In addition, agricultural producers may receive non-financial assistance from the government in the form of consultations on various issues of interest to them and other services. 
However, nowadays, the issue of evaluating the effectiveness of measures taken by the state to support the agricultural sector acquires special urgency. Under the conditions of observed instability in foreign markets, especially energy resources, uncertainty of economic development prospects, both at the global and regional levels, the importance of optimal spending of budgetary funds increases. Modern phenomena can significantly increase the country's losses from allowed financial violations. Meanwhile, such violations are constantly identified by regulatory authorities. For example, the Accounts Committee of the Republic of Kazakhstan in 2018 revealed the facts of reimbursement by the Department of Agriculture of the Atyrau region of part of the expenses of agro-industrial complex in the amount of more than 40 million tenge with violation of subsidy terms. In addition, in 2019, this body identified the inefficient use of financial resources and assets of the group of companies of the above holding for a total of 392.5 billion tenge[2].
The above makes it necessary to consider the development of a separate methodology to assess the effectiveness of state support measures for the agro-industrial complex, allowing to obtain comprehensive information on the effectiveness of these measures. 
         As a result of the introduction of new methodological approaches to assessing the effectiveness of state support to the agro-industrial complex, the quality of information on the effectiveness of measures taken by the state authorities and all interested parties can be improved. The application of the multi-dimensional approach in the new methodology can help users to obtain a comprehensive description of the support system for agricultural formations and processing enterprises in the sector. In this case, using the process of evaluation of indicators of different levels, information can be obtained both on the general state of the system and on private directions of stimulation of development of the complex under consideration. In general, on the basis of the results of the relevant assessment, the key parameters of the state economic policy can be adjusted in the future, and introduction of new methodological approaches can eventually contribute to making optimal managerial decisions, which is extremely important under conditions of limited budget resources and strengthening of crisis phenomena.
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